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THE INWARD VOICE. 


I HEAR it often in the dark 
I hear it in the lett 

W here is the \ ' ‘ that ta 5 to me 
With such a quiet mig 

It sec s ‘ »pmv thought 
And ye nd the stars 

It ses s na htish 
And t irs 

‘ i Tas t il \ i 
My inmost sou I s 

\ spirit that opens Ww 
Those ices of surprise 

And can ) hig nd day 
Phat firmament serene 

Is just the heaven where God hims« 
Phe Father, dwells unseen 

Ww. ¢ Gannett, 


CONFERENCE CLASS AT FIFTEENTH 
RACE STREETS MEETING. 


month 15, 1891 


AND 


eventh 


Class meeting E 
PAPER: LIBERTY OF BELIEF IN NON-ESSENTIALS, 
We are to consider at this time the great importance 
of liberty of belief in regard to those questions of 
doctrine and usage upon which there is a diversity of 
views in the various branches of the Christian church. 
More especially is our attention directed to 
maintenance of our testimonies concerning such mat- 
ters of belief as we regard non-essential to the full 
development and perfecting of Christian character. 
It will be readily seen that a religious society 
which holds as a fandamental doctrine the immedi- 
Divine will to the 


gence of each indwidual must accord the fullest liberty 


the 


ate revelation of the conscious intelli- 
of conscience upon every question that does not con- 
flict with that doctrine, or with the high moral 
standard of the Gospel. 

The Apostle to the Gentiles sets this matter of 
non-essentials very forcibly before the Roman con- 
verts to whom he writes: “One man hath faith to 
eat all things; but he that is weak, eateth herbs. 
Let not him that eateth set at nought him that eat- 
eth not; and 1-t not him that eateth not, judge him 
that eateth, for God hath received him. . To 
his own master he standeth or falleth.” (Romans 14: 
2,3,4.) Tais covers the ground very fully, and con- 
tains deep instruction as to the spirit in which we 
judge one another, in things that are unimportant 
except to those who are exercised therein, and the 
observance or non-observance of which must be the 
result of individual convincement. 

It is in forms of worship, and in ritual and sacra- 
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ments as they are called, that the widest divergence 
among Christians is found; and this difference be- 
gan with the first missionary labor of the apostles 
beyond Taney 
and observed very scrupulously all the rites and or- 
dinances of that ritual, and it was not until the Gen- 
tiles word that the 
question of essentials and non-essentials was raised. 
So entirely was the work of Jesus a Hebrew work, 
that we are told it was at Antioch, a Grecian citv of 
Syria, that “his disciples were first called Chris- 
tians.” 

That strife and dissensions arose between the apos- 
tles and teachers in the very beginning of their work 
isa matter of church history, and it was all due to 
the difference of views as to what was essential to 
give the right of membership in the Christian church. 

The episties, which with the four Gospels and the 
“ Acts of the Apostles’’ make up the Canon of the 
New Testament, and sent to the 
churches that had been gathered by the apostles, to 
advise and encourage them to keep to the simplicity 
of their first acceptance of the truths of the Gospel, 
and to warn them against some who were false wit- 
of those truths. As we read 
these epistles we must be convinced of the great care 
and exhaustive labor that was upon the 
churches, and of the forbearance tenderness 
with which their departures from the faith as they 
had received it were patiently endured. The great 
concern of the Apostle Paul was that in receiving the 
pagan converts into the fellowship of the church, no 
unnecessary burdens should b2 laid upon them, 


the limits of Judea. were Hebrews, 


“received the with gladness,” 


were written 


nesses intelligently 


bestowed 
and 


and 


in all the centuries that tne church nas existed, the 
same earnest protest against unnecessary observances 
has been maintained. 

The question of what is non-essential is a 
tive one. Even in 


“ leaving behind ” of many usages and 


tenta- 
our society there has been a 
observances 
that were regarded as essential to the development of 
Christian character in of the soc 
Friends have always b2en seeking to know “the mind 
of truth,” and this has kept them open to conviction. 
The light by which they are to walk, like the light of 
the sun, is fresh every morning, and as they walk in 
its brightness new presentations of the old truths 
will be disciosed and methods of work must be formu- 
lated for the dissemination of these traths—methods 
that in former generations were not applicable to the 
conditions of society then prevailing, but which be- 


the rise lety. 


long to and are essential to their furtherance as we 
understand them in their present acceptance. And 
as fresh needs must have fresh openings of Divine 


truth to meet and satisfy the hunger of the soul, it 
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becomes a matter of the gravest concern that no 
barrier be maintained amongst us that obstructs the 
largest liberty of expression or of conscientious ac- 
tion that is consistent with the fandamental truths, 
which are essential to the vitality of the society asa 
religious organization. 


SECRETARY'S MINUTES 
4 paper from the pen of Louisa J. Roberts again intro- 
duced the subject for the day before the Conference, on the 
Eleventh 15th. The 


points touched u The special 


morning of month most striking 


pon were obligation which 


rests upon members of the Society of Friends to yield per- 
fect liberty of bel 


ief upon every question “ which doeg not 


conflict with its fundamental doctrine or the high moral 
standard of the 
tles attached to this 


the quotation 


Gospel ;"’ the importance which the apos- 
liberty in non-essentials, illustrated by 
and the fact that 


Society were re- 


from Romans 14: 23, 24; 


many things, which, at the rise of the 
garded as essential to the Christian character, have, in the 
course of time come to hold a secondary place, so that as 
fresh needs spring up it becomes a matter of grave concern 
that we place no obstruction in the way of full liberty of 
conscientious expression and action. 

Opening the general discussion, one Friend called at- 
tention to the fact that great differences upon minor points 
in the 


nevertheless, do not 


are visible writings of Fox, Penn, and Barclay, 


which, interfere with their essential 
harmony. The next speaker quoted the familiar words 
“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all 
things, charity,’ and wished that they could be more gen- 
erally lived up to. The beauty of the spirit of toleration 
was dwelt upon, and the belief expressed that the more 
people of varying opinions meet under the influence of 
this spirit the more they find a common ground from which 
to work toward that really essential thing, an upright life. 
We were urged not to look upon forms and usages as fixed 
things, but to hold ourselves ready to accept new truth, at 


the same time holding on to what we think good until con- 


vinced that we have something better. 

Another remarked that this spirit of toleration in non- 
essentials had not only aided in the growth of our Society, 
but, acting upon the patriots in the formative period of our 
under 


o-day. He thought that, while liberty of thonght should 


national life, had given us the government we live 


with advantage, limit 


t 
be unlimited, we might sometimes, 


our liberty of expression, and so would less frequently 


He added, that 
societies were constantly growing 


to wish our words unsaid. 
he thought that 


nearer to our standpoint. 


have occasion 


other 


To this it was replied that abstract truth is the same 
times, and that it 


growing nearer to 


everywhere, among all peoples, at all 


ties are 


is not so much that other socie 
the Society of Fmends as that the truth is growing every- 
where, and people are finding more and more the common 


ground on which they can unite and work in harmony, 
while ignoring the points on which they disagree. 
Commenting upon the great divergence of opinion 


which we find regarding matters of every-day life, it was 
remarked that it is not to be wondered at that people can 
alike touching the 
in endeavoring to know the right, 


deavor to live up to it are the vital poi 


not see invisi things. Sincerity 


and conscientious en- 


The meeting closed after a brief silence 


Let none of you treat his brother in a way he 
himself would dislike to be treated.—Sabean Book of 
the Law. 


MEMORIAL OF JAMES M. WALKER. 


In preparing this Memorial of our late friend James 
M. Walker, who was a member and elder of this 
meeting, we think we are carrying out the recom- 
mendation of our Discipline, that the commemora- 
tion of the lives of the righteous may prove an in- 
centive to the living to emulate their virtues. 

He was the son of Isaac and Susan Walker, both 
elders of this meeting, who were careful to give 
their children a guarded education, and under whose 
fostering care and oversight his character was de- 
veloped. This attention was amply repaid them in 
after years, for few children have evinced more filial 
devotion than he. To this may be attributed that 
characteristic of mind that made him a devoted hus- 
band and father and so endeared him to others. 
The duty of attending all our meetings, whether 
held on First-day or near the middle of the week, 
was so impressed on the young and plastic mind, 
that it was never erased, for neither pleasure nor 
business kept him from his meeting in after life. 

Of an ardent temperament, united to great deter- 
mination, whatever he undertook to do was generally 
pursued to success. Being called to fill many offices 
of a fiduciary character, where firmness is required 
for the performance of duty, and where the law and 
not the inclination prescribes the mode of action, 
he sometimes came in contact with those who spoke 
harshly of and showed an unfriendly disposition 
towards him. This hurt him, for no man liked to 
have the good opinion of others better than himself. 
And no one so well as his intimate friends knew 
how hard he strove to keep down any feeling of re- 
sentment towards those who manifested such a 
spirit, nor how well he succeeded. 

Firmly impressed with the truth of the testi- 
monies borne by our beloved Society, he was, during 
our late civil war, an example to us all. Out-spoken 
on all proper occasions, his views were well known 
to both parties, but so circumspect were his actions, 
and so kindly his feelings, that he won the confi- 
dence and respect of all. This was twice conspicu- 
ously shown; when, from being misinformed, the 
Southern soldiers arrested and carried him from his 
and exhibited much bitterness of feeling 
towards him, his calmness, pleasant manner, and 
fearlessness disarmed their hostility; and when 
those who knew him better, although of opposite 
views, interested themselves for his release, he was 
soon allowed to return to his sorrowing family. No 
hungry man was turned from his door; 
one was passed by unaided. When sorrow and dis- 
tress had visited a household he was ever found 
ready to extend aid and consolation. But in dis- 
pensing his charities, extensive as they have been 
found to be, he was one of the few who never let his 
left hand know what his right hand did. Appointed 
an elder in the church, he became a living one, sym- 
pathizing with the ministers, travailing with them in 
their concerns, encouraging the despondent, counsel- 
ing the forward, and showing to all that his concern 
was for the advancement of Truth. As companion 
for those traveling in the ministry, this was felt to be 
a great help by those with whom he labored. 


home, 


no suffering 
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His aid to ministers coming among us was freely 
extended, as many can testify who enjoyed the hos- 
pitality of a home always open to the visits of his 
friends. Thoroughly convinced of the truth of our 
cardinal doctrine, that God is the teacher of His 
people Himself, he ever sought to know what was 
required, by silently communing with his own soul. 
Nor was he often deceived, for his conduct proved 
that the Apostle was right in saying the Word is the 
Light as well as the Life of men, directing all our 
footsteps aright when we trust in it. Led and guided 
by this Divine principle, his perception of spiritual 
things became clearer as his bodily powers grew 
weaker. Day by day, as his disease increased, his 
love for all men became stronger and stronger. His 
consideration for others, always a strong trait in his 
character, led him to rejoice that he had done his 
day’s work in the day time, and that the various 
interests that had been confided to his care had been 
so adjusted as to leave no trouble for those who 
should succeed him. 

After a time of great suffering, borne with Chris- 
tian fortitude, willing to live, yet not afraid to die, 
our friend passed over the river, into, as we believe, a 
higher life, on the 3lst day of the Seventh month, 
1890, in the 721 year of his age. 

Taken in all the varied relations of life, as son, 
brother, husband, father, friend, and as a member of 
religious and civil society, we believe that few indeed 
have been his equal. 

Signed in and on behalf of Fairfax Monthly Meeting, 
held Seventh month 15th, 1891, by 

Mary R. WILLIAMS, Clerk 

And by direction of Fairfax Quarterly Meeting, held at 
Eighth month 17th, 1891. 

MarRTHA L. SIDWELL, Clerk, 
WILLIAM Brown, Clerk for the day 

Read in a meeting of the 
held Tenth month 24th, 1891, approved by that body, and 
to the Yearly Meeting 

JoserH J. JANNEY, Clerk 
Mary E. Moore, Assistant Clerk 
Read in Baltimore Yearly Meeting of Friends (in Joint 
day of the Tentl 
month, 1591, approved and directed to be 
Representative Committee for Recording. 
Epw. STABLER, JB., 
ELIZABETH M. KosER 


(soose Cree k, 


Representative Committee, 


directed to be forwarded 


Session assembled), this twenty-ninth 


handed 


For Friends’ Intelligencer and Journal 
SOUTHERN QUARTERLY MEETING: THE 
NICHOLITES. 

SouTHERN QUARTERLY MEETING, on the 25th of 
Eleventh month, was held at Camden, Delaware, a 
beautiful part of the Peninsula, and abounding in 
fruits, the quantity the present year being very great. 
Camden is a small town three-quarters of a mile from 
Wyoming station, on the Delaware division of the 
Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad. 
(A steamboat plies regularly three times a week from 
the foot of Race street, Philadelphia, to Lebanon, on 
Jones’ river, about three miles from Camden, at rea- 

sonable fares. ) 
On the late occasion the meeting was not large; a 


| 


them Mary L. Singley, with Martin Maloney and 
wife, Jane Maloney, from West Grove, William P. 
Bancroft, of Wilmington, and Elizabeth E. Hatton. 
of Merion. Nothing beyond the usual business 
claimed attention. The Youth’s meeting, on the 26th, 
was attended by many neighbors. No acknowledged 
minister now resides in its limits, and the meeting 
has sustained a loss recently by the decease of Willis 
Corkran, long a valuable elder of Northwest Fork 
Monthly Meeting. This Friend was a descendant of 
the Nicholites,and was educated in the quiet, economi- 
cal habits of that upright and conscientious people. 
The Nicholites were at one time (about 1780) a large 
body of earnest Christians residing chiefly in Kent 
county, Delaware, and in Caroline and Dorchester 
counties, Maryland, gathered into a religious society 
largely through the instrumentality of Joseph 
Nichols, an uneducated blacksmith, whose public 
ministry is said to have commenced by an earnest 
expostulation with some profane boatmen. He was 
made effectual for their conversion, and he continued 
afterwards faithful in his gift till his death, some 
eleven or twelve years subsequently. He never 
united with any Society, but his sentiments were in 
unison with those of Friends, and their simplicity 
extended further. 

At the meetings held by Joseph Nichols large 
numbers would collect,—3ometimes nearly a thou- 
sand persons. Not being a member with Friends, 
they declined to allow their meeting-houses to be 
used by him, but permitted the seats to be placed in 
the yards for the accommodation of those attending 
at his appointments. A number of other faithful 
ministers arose among them,some of whom suffered 
imprisonment for their testimony, and a bill was 
presented to the court of Caroline county against Jo- 
seph Nichols for “ preaching the gospel contrary to 
law.” 

The Society at the time of union with 
Friends had three meeting-houses, Center and Tucka- 
hoe Neck, in Caroline and N. W. Fork in Dorchester 
county, which were transferred to trustees appointed 
by Friends, and long used. 
for a number of years. 


their 


Center has been extinct 

near Den- 

ton) and N. W. Fork are yet used, the latter havin 
. ’ zZ 


Tuckahoe Neck 


been removed from near Federalsburg to about one 
mile from its original site. A large number emi- 
grated West, as many as eleven families obtaining 
certificates of removal at one meeting. The descend- 
ants of some resided near Milton, Indiana (Milford 
Monthly Meeting), as the S wiggetts, 
Wrights, Framptons, Bells, and others. 
now few in number in these localities. 


W hitelevys, 
Friends are 


The Nicholites were modest in their manner of liv- 
ing, avoiding show in their dwellings and furniture. 
Some of them objected to spending time unnecessa- 
rily in the cultivation of flowers. Many wore gar- 
ments of their own manufacture and make, and un- 
dyed. Asa society their testimony against slavery 
antedated that of Friends in this locality, some of 
them even refusing to eat with slaveholders. In 
short they were an excellent people, much more em- 
inent for their virtues than for worldly renown. A 


few Friends were present from other places, among ! number of the Nicholites emigrated to Carolina, and 
} ’ £ a . 
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they had at least one meeting there. Interesting 
minutes of Center Monthly Meeting are supposed to 
exist with the other body of Friends at Wilmington, 
Delaware. Rosert_Harron. 


For Friends’ Intelligencer and Journal. 
OUR ISOLATED MEMBERS. 
Ir is interesting and encouraging to read the letters 
of Friends who have been engaged in visiting among 
the membership of our society in our Western coun- 
try, and attending their sparsely settled meetings. 
When our love and sympathy are awakened in the 
interest of these isolated members, the query arises, 
not why there is so much hungering for Friends’ com- 
pany, and the gospel ministry; but why there is so 
great a dearth of meetings, and of the spoken word ; 
for Truth, the power and wisdom of God, is un- 
changed,and His teaching is universal to all who are 
obedient and willing to receiveit. It remains true as 
when uttered by the prophet: “If ye be willing and 
obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land ;” but in- 
stead of fulness and plenty, we find a deep yearning 
for spiritual food,and mourning over wasted oppor- 
tunities. These opportunities have been offered to 
all, for “ God continues to teach His children him- 


self.” During the past fifty years, had the families of | 


Friends, when removing West, and helping to settle 
and improve the wild public domain, and increase 
their outward substance, been as desirous to settle 
and improve their spiritual conditions, and spread 
the Gospel of Peace, a different state of society in 
those parts would now exist. For they, of all people, 
must have known their individual needs, and where 
true worship of our Heavenly Father is to be found. 
Had every individual family, or where two or more 
families were near enough to do so, adopted a custom 
of regularly sitting together for public worship, a 
rich reward would not have been withheld; and the 
children would have been brought up in the nurture 
of the Lord; and it might have been that many 
strangers would have been led to partake of this good 
word of life. And from keeping alive the Divine 
Power in so many hearts, the establishing of meetings 
would have been the rule instead of the exception. 
Let us now turn to our Eastern Friends. Do we 
not find our meetings small,some barely kept up; 
not so great a decrease of membership, as apparent 
decrease of interest in keeping the meetings alive ? 
Why is this so? Like causes produce like effects, 
whether in the West or East. There has not been 
sufficient faith in the universality of the gift of God, 
and a sufficient dependence on its revealings to the 
children of men. Hence, when removing into a 
neighborhood where there is no meeting, too many 
Friends fee] that it is better to attend some church 
than no place of worship, forgetting that it is not 
needful to have a house to worship in, for the temple 
of God is within us. Herein comes the danger of 
our virtually denying the unspeakable Gift, and God’s 
revealings to every loving and obedient soul. This 
simple religion, taught by Jesus, and revived by early 
Friends, has been too much neglected by many. We 
have placed too much stress on form, and not suffi- 


Christ. If our love to God be perfect, and our obedi- 
ence to the inspiration of the spirit be entire, the 
revelations to our spirits will be perfect also. 
Returning to the condition of our isolated Friends, 
our interest in their best welfare, and Christian love 
for their encouragement and advancement in the 
cause of Truth and righteousness, is quickened with 
an earnest desire that all may be filled ; and a feeling 
of renewed gratitude and thanksgiving to Our Heay- 
enly Father is awakened, on account of the labors of 
so many faithful servants, in visiting and encourag- 
ing these hungering and thirsting ones. At the same 
time, I have a jealous fear, on account of all of us, 
both East and West, that we do not look to,and place 
so much reliance on man; but that having a fuller reali- 
zation of what our spiritual needs are, we will come to 
know that only that worship is acceptable to our 
Heavenly Father wherein the heart is made better. 
With a desire that all bearing the name and feel- 
ing love and interest in the society, may join heart 
and spirit, when will be realized the overcoming of 
everything that stands in the way of our advance- 
ment into the Kingdom of Peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit, I close. ok 


OLD MARYLAND MEETING-HOUSES. 


At Baltimore Yearly Meeting, the minutes of the 
Representative Committee, which were read as usual, 
gave some details as to the present situation of the 
old meeting properties at Ellicott City and Indian 
Spring. The minutes are as follows: 

At a meeting of the Representative Committee, 
held at Park Avenue meeting-house, Seventh-day, 
Tenth month 24:h, 1891, the Committee appointed 
at last meeting to have a care of the Ellicott City 
property, and ascertain, if possible, whether or not 
Friends have any right legally to sell it, submitted 
the following report: 

“The Committee appointed last year in reference 
to the Eilicott City property, belonging to Friends, 
have to report that they have given the matter their 
earnest attention. This property contains about one 
and two-thirds acres. It was deeded in 1796 to Ben- 
jamin Rich and others, Trustees by Jonathan Ellicott, 
for a meeting-house and burial ground for Friends. 

The meeting-house was built by the grantors 
and by voluntary contributions from others. The 
title to this property lapsed by the death of all the 
Trustees, which fact having bea reported to the 
Representative Committee in L880, a sub-committee 
was appointed to give attention to the matter. An 
Actof Lagislature was passed re-establishing the title 
| and authorizing the transfer of the property to the 

incorporated Yearly Meeting. This was accom- 
plished during the following year. 

“The Ellicott City meeting-house is not now ten- 
anted and of course no revenue is being received from 
it. The Committee after having given the mattera 
good deal of thought have concluded to suggest the 
propriety of converting the meeting house into a 
dwelling, and of enclosing the balance of the unen- 
closed lot with a substantial fence. A great draw- 

| back heretvfore in making use of the meeting-house 





cient dependence on the wisdom and power of | for a dwelling, has been the absence of water, but we 
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think this difficulty may now be overcome by means 
of an hydraulic ram. The expense would not be 
great, and we are of the opinion that a surplus which 
accrued upon the property some years ago, during 
the time that it was rented, might be availed of. 

“We therefore propose that the subject be re- 
ferred to a committee who are to act in conjunction 
with Baltimore Monthly Meeting, and to have full 
authority in this connection to use their best judg- 
ment in the matter, provided the Yearly Meeting be 
not involved in any expense concerning it. This 
Committee might have authority to raise a small 
amount of money on the property if found necessary, 
in completing the improvements it may decide to 
make. 

“ With reference to the right to sell this property, 
the Committee may state that the original deed pro- 
vides that the land shall be used exclusively for a 
meeting-house and graveyard for Friends, The deed 
to the Yearly Meeting, however, contains no restric- 
tions. The question of a right to sell under these 
circumstances is one that we cannot determine.” 

After consideration the report was approved and 
the subject referred to the same Committee, with in- 
structions to carry out the suggestions contained in 
the report, if in their judgment deemed best, but 
with the limitations also therein expressed. 

The Committee on the subject of the transfer of 
the Indian Spring property made a report as follows : 

“The Committee having in charge the transfer 
of the Indian Spring property to the Colored Meth- 
odists, now report that the difficulties alluded to in 
our report of last year having, as we believe, been so 
far adjusted as to warrant a transfer of the property, 
a deed was made bearing date l6th day of Fourth 
month, 1891, to Trustees (named) in trust, for the use 
of the Zion Methodist Episcopal church, and signed 
on behalf of this Representative Committee, by Jos. 
J. Janney, clerk. 

* Our latest information is that they have an in- 
creasing aud harmonious congregation, and that the 
house is now in good repair and that they expect to 
put a substantial fence around it at an early day. 
The terms of the deed provide that if it should cease 
to be used for the purpose named, viz. for a place of 
religious worship or for educational purposes, it shall 
revert to the Society of Friends. The deed was pre- 
sented to them by a member of our Society, accom- 
panied by some remarks, on 9th of Fourth month 
last, and was eloquently responded to by several of 
their number, and later information conveys the as- 
surance of their grateful appreciation of the con- 
tinued kindness of Friends towards their people.” 


Iz we would diminish selfishness in the world, 
let us cultivate generosity in our own nature; if we 
would promote charity and good feeling, let us cher- 
ish them in our own breasts; if we would banish 
gloom from another’s heart, let our spirit be cheerful. 
Thus we shall be a continual influence for good, not 
only by our example, though thatis much, but by 
the subtle force of contact, which operates silently 
and unconsciously, but continuously and 
efliciently.— Ledger. 


most 
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TWELFTH MONTH 20, 1891. 
THE RISEN CHRIST AND HIS DISCIPLES. 
GOLDEN TEXT —If then ye were iaised together with Christ 
seek the things that are above.—Col. 3:1 
ReaD John 21; 1-14. 

Passinc over the other incidents of the presence of 
Jesus among his disciples, all of which breathe the 
same spirit of loving care and thought for their spirit- 
ual welfare, our lesson takes up the manifestation of 
himself at the seaof Tiberias, where several of the 
disciples had gathered, John being one ofthem. They 
were fishermen, and had gone there perhaps to pur- 
sue their avocation. Simon Peter appears to 
been the leading one. Doubtless their hearts 
troubled, and in these little gatherings they must 
have felt the loss of their beloved Master, and been 
in doubt as to what the future would be for them and 
the little company of believers who had gathered 
about Jesus while he was with them, to the number 
of 120, as we subsequently learn (Acts 1:15). It is 
while they are thus gathered, having gone with 
Simon Peter into his vessel, and spent the night 
without any success, that it is recorded their risen 
Lord awaited their coming on 
breaking of the day. 

At the sea of Tiberias. This sea is variously known 
as Galilee, Gennesaret, Cinneroth, and Tiberias. It 
was in Galilee, and all the disciples named as being 
there must have returned from Jerusalem after the 
events in our last lesson, and, as they were Galileans, 
entered again on the daily avocations of their lives. 

The third time that Jesus was manifest to the disciples. 
This manifestation, let it be in whatever manner it 
may, clearly to these disciples was accepted as the 
same precious friend who had been their close com- 
panion and teacher since the day, nearly three years 
before, he had walked upon the shore of that same 
sea of Tiberias or Galilee, had found some of them in 
the ship with their father mending the nets, and by 
the persuasive eloquence of his voice had won them 
over to the cause in which he had enlisted, so that 
they left their father and followed him. They knew 
him to be the same loving friend, and were encour- 
aged to wait the further development of the work to 
which they had given themselves. 


have 
were 


the shore at the 


It was not John’s 
purpose to do more than bear his testimony to the 
fact that “ Curist had risen.” The other evangelists 
bad entered more fully on the events directly pre- 
ceding the day of Pentecost, for which they watched 
and waited, being conscious that there would yet be 
opened before them the work which their Lord and 
Master had left for them to do. 


But one thing was wanting to prove that Jesus 
Christ was the promised Messiah, and that was, that 
Dis- 
were as sheep 
Loving him, talking about him, 
thinking about him, fearing they knew not what, yet 
earnestly hoping to find him, seeking for him,—it 
was possible for him to reveal himself unto them, 
and to give the blessed assurance that he still lived, 
and that because he lived they should 


he should show his disciples that he yet lived. 
heartened by his crucitixiou, they 
without a shepherd. 


live also. 





This was all they needed to make them strong in 
their faith,and able to do the work unto which he 
had called them. 

We who are his disciples to-day owe him the 

same love and veneration. His Father is cur Father, 
and we shall be joint heirs with him if we do the 
Father’s will. Great numbers of professing Christians 
are hungering and thirsting to-day because they are 
looking without them for the “living water,” the 
bread of life,” which is the Christ. When he is 
once permitted to dwell and reign in the soul, what 
a change takes place! The sense of unrest gives 
place to peace and happiness; discouragement gives 
place to a hope and trust that can accomplish that 
which before seemed impossible. 

We all know what a great comfort it is to us, 
when we are engaged ina difficult undertaking, to 
fee] that we have some one, some dear friend, who 
is willing to ahare the careand anxiety, and lend a 
helping hand just when we most need it. Then how 
can any one rest satisfied without endeavoring to find 
this “ Christ within,” this ever-present Saviour, who 
will teach us all things: strengthen us when we are 
weak ; help us as no earthly friend can help; and at 
last eave us with an everlasting salvation. 

Many mistake the intellectual belief for the true 
possession, and goon doing their own will, never 
seeming to realize that they are gazing at but not 
possessing the “ pearl of great price.” 

As well might a sick man believe himself cured of 
his disease, because he knows of a physician whom he 
believes cou/d cure him. The sick man must allow 
the physician’s medicine to work its will in him 
before he can be healed, and the sinner must permit 
Christ to work his will in him before he can become 
an heir of salvation. 





NOTES ON THE LESSON. 

It isan open question with Bible students whether 
the Gospel of John does not properly close with the 
20th chapter. It is believed that the 2lst chapter 
was written by John as perhaps an afterthought, and 
probably to emphasize the fact of the re-appearance 
of Jesus; but it is all conjectural, and as such it has 
no lesson for us, only in the spiritual application that 
we make of it. 

And here opens before us a train of thought, 
which if followed up, leads to most encouraging re- 
sults as to our duty to God and to one another. 

We learned in our last lesson that, finding the sep- 
ulchre empty, the two disciples, Peter and John, went 
to theirown home. Now we have before us a scene 
These two disciples, with five others, are 
gathered at the Sea of Tiberius, called also the Sea of 
Galilee, where they were wont to follow the occupa- 
tion of fishermen when they were called by Jesus to 
be his disciples three years before. It is not certain 
that the whole of them were fishermen, but it is 
most probable that they had all gathered there to 
comfort and encourage one another to b3 patient, and 


in Galilee. 


not to give up the great hope that Jesus had awak- 
ened in their hearts, of the restoration, throazh him, 
“of the kingdom to Israel.” Tais, judging from what 
we know of Christian experience, would be the chief | 
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concern of their lives: yet as the days went on, 
these earnest men, having no longer any incentive to 
labor for the spiritual welfare of the people, being 
withouta leader, and seeing nothing before them in 
the near future, did what every true man in similar 
circumstances would do, went back to their former 
occupation, rather than sit idly moping over what 
they had no power to control. 

Surely we must honor them for the good example 
they set in thus improving the time. It was in full 
accord with what their Master had so often repeated 
in their hearing; and while in their hearts they 
waited, perplexed and uncertain, their hands were 
not idle. There is no better way to wait the accom- 
plishment of some hoped-for result, than by busily 
engaging in an occupation that takes the strain off 
the mind, while it employs the hands in useful labor. 

And it was when these men were toiling all night, 
until the gray dawn of the morning, that the hope of 
their hearts came to their relief. Let us leave the 
literal rendering and find its true meaning to the 
disciples of to-day. Have we not been conscious of 
toiling all through a night of great darkness, and 
when ready to give up, faint and weary from our en- 
deavor, has not the dawn of a day of hope and cheer 
shown us the Beloved of Souls waiting to give us the 
food we crave, and bidding us “come and dine.” 
And these experiences of his nearness need not be 
waited for until some dark cloud of discouragement 
hangs above us, some rough and dangerous path lies 
in our way. Tne San of Righteousness is ever shin- 
ing; it is our own short-sightedness that is at fault. 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life,” were 
the comforting words of the Master to his doubting 
disciple. Let us take him at his word, and we shall 
find that the same Light which made plain the path 
in which he walked will show us the way, and make 
all clear and plain before us. We know that in this 
world we “shall have tribulation ;”’ it is necessary 
that we should be tested, that we may learn to with- 
stand its trials just as it was a part of the discipline 
of Jesus that he should go “into the wilderness ” 
and meet the enemy of his soul's peace. As he was 
enabled to overcome through faithfulness to his con- 
victions of duty, so will we be conquerors if we con- 


tinue faithful to the light that is given us. 


RucLes For A SUPERINTENDENT.—A friend has sent us 


a newspaper clipping with a series of rules for Superinten- 


dents of Sabbath schools. They were contributed to the 


Sunday School Times, under the caption “ Don'ts ind we 


reprint such of them as we think may be and 
We 
must not be understood as endorsing all of them, in every 


The 


Don't let the opening hour pass by one minute without 


suggestiv 


useful to those in charge hools 


of our First-day s 


particular writer says 
beginning 
Don’t begin until order is secured 
Don't call but 
secured, 


Be orderly yourself. 


for order once,—then wait until it is 


Don't scold if order does not come quickly 
Don't be childish. Be childlike 


Be patient. 
You have all ages in 
your school. 


Don't talk 


influence. Be 


much. If you do, you will shorten your 


a superintendent 


Don't permit any teacher to keep his class who stays 











away even once without a valid excuse. We are not 
“playing at’ Sunday-school. 
Don’t fail to have a teachers’ meeting. You can have 


one. When you determine that you will have one, if no 
one comes but you and the janitor, you will succeed. 

Don’t lose your temper under any circumstances. If 
you do, you lose your hold on the s¢ hool Keep sweet 
Don’t allow yourself to get the idea that 


It is but one of the 


you are run- 


ning a separate institution activities 
of the church, and is under its control and care 
Don't give prizes for anything. Give rewards if 


like. They do gool The 
different in their character and influence. 


you 


prizes do harm two are very 
Don't fail to commend those who come out on espe cially 


stormy days. If you must scold a little, wait till a fair 
day when the house is full 

Don't come in the room at just the moment for opening. 
ther 


before the time, with a cordial greeting for all early comers. 


To be just on time is to be late Be fifteen minutes 


For Friends’ Intelligencer and Journal. 

A FRIENDS’ SHIP, THE “ SWARTHMORE.” 
Recent launchings of new vessels, for purposes of 
war,—or at least of armed defense,—suggest the print- 
ing of some details concerning the English ship 
Swarthmore, whose mission was altogether one of 
peace, 

Nearly forty years ago (1853) the English news- 
papers announced that “an iron sailing vessel, the 
Swarthmore, of 1,100 tons, the largest yet built on the 
Tyne, was launched a few days ago from the building 
yard of Coutts & Parkinson, at Willington. She was 
built for a Liverpool firm, and is to be employed as 
an Australian emigrant ship. Her owners, who are 
members of the Society of Friends, instead of giving 
money for a carouse, which is often the case after a 
launch,contributed £50 towards a school for the edu- 
cation of the workmen’s children.” 

The Swarthmore attracted considerable attention in 
London when preparing for her first voyage. Her 
captain was Thomas Lidbetter,a Friend, and as a 
part of her first cargo, she carried, by a singular and 
unintentional coincidence, 249 copies of George Fox’s 
“ Journal.” 

Of this first voyage the British Friend gave the fol- 
lowing account: 

“The ship Swarthmore sailed from London on the 
8th of Fifth month, 1853, and arrived at Bombay on 
the llth of Eighth month, after a passage of eighty- 
eight days from Start Point. On the 12th of Tenth 
month she left Bombay harbor, laden with a general 
cargo, bound for Calcutta, and on the 30:h of Twelfth 
month sailed from the latter port for Melbourne, 
where she arrived on the 221 of Second month,1854,” 

The following is extracted from a Melbourne 
newspaper : 

The Swarthmore, of 1,384 tons register, (Captain 
Thomas L‘dbetter), arrived in our harbor on the 221 
instant, from Calcutta. iron ship 
that has ever been built for sailing. Weare informed 
by Dr. H. F. Williams, of the Hon. Company’s Ser- 
vice, who, with his lady and man servant, came 
round as passengers, that she performed admirably, 
doing fifteen knots with ease; but owing to calms, 
light and adverse winds, fifty-three days were occu- 


She is the largest 
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pied on the passags. The urbanity of her captain, 
(who belongs to the Society of Friends), and his ex- 
cellent lady contributed much to the happiness of all. 
There werea number of discharged soldiers on board, 
amongst whom her captain endeavored to instill those 
principles of total abstinence so strictly adhered to 
by himself, officers, and crew. We much wish that 
these examples were more frequently imitated.” 

“By a Melbourne paper now before us, of date 
the 25th of Third month, we observe the Swarthmore 
was advertised to sail about the 15th of Fourth month, 
for Singapore, touching at Batavia. After describing 
the vessel’s uosurpassed accommodations, etc., the 
advertisement adds: ‘ The ab ve offers a fine oppor- 
tunity for shippers of gold.’” 


‘ 


The later history of the vessel [ have not been 
able to trace as yet. A. B. 
Friends’ Historical Library. 


NOT HAPPINESS, BUT SERVICE. 
Bot, at least, looking at life practically, I think that 
we must all agree that the happiness theory will by 
no means work. I will look into the giad faces of you 
that are young, and assure you that, if that is what 
you are expecting—expecting as the main thing of 
life, 1 mean—you are all but certain to be 
pointed. 


disap- 
Here and there, one may escape for many 
a year the sorrows and trials of life ; but such are rare. 
You must be cherishing some more solid hope and 
aim than that of the permanence of your present 
cheer, or you will presently have nothing left. 

What shall that better hope be? What purpose, 
what theory of life, I ask you that are older, had 
? I fear our 
examples may be teachingthem, more or less em- 
phatically, some different and doubtful lessons. So 
we live below our best thoughts. Our lives may say 
to them: “Seek wealth, seek fashion, seek praise, 
seek your own way.” But what shall our honest 
hearts say to them? What but this: “ Seek for God’s 
purpose in you, and give your lives and your hearts 
to that! Think not of happiness, or unhappiness ; ex- 
pect both. 
them, through growing faith and virtue; through an 
aspiration that lifts you above outward life and its 
vicissitudes. Make your lives, whatever their actual 


these young friends better be cherishing % 


Expect trials and seek to be ready for 


forms, a service. In your practical callings, be serv- 
ing God by aiming at the ideals of your callings, con- 
sidering their purpose in the world’s economy; by 
conducting them on the very highest principles you 
can see. In a word— Work the works of God,’ not 
your works. find 
you a way.” 

The happiness theory of li 
never has worked. 
own 


Let this be your will, and God will 


fe will not work. It 


} + } 


succeeds; it does not 


integrity; it always degenerates. 


It never 
maintain its 
He who sets out to attain happiness soon comes to be 


And pl 


pleasure, 


a seeker of pleasure. sasure sought 


always 
as sensual) rhis is the history of 


in Christian Leader 


ends 


epicureanism.— Joseph Ma 


AN earnest purpose finds 


Channing 


time or 
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REASON AND REVELATION. 


THER! naturally a large 


among Fris 


measure of sympathy 
nds, as amongst many others, with the 
movement which Dr. Briggs represents in the direc 
tion of a more clement understanding of the Scrip- 
tures, and in opposition to that construction of them 
which rests upon the conception that the Divine Be- 
ing is by nature vindictive and cruel. In so 
the labors of Dr. 


far as 
Briggs and others tend to religious 
views more harmonious with the conception that 
God is Love, not wrath, it is natural that we should 
watch their work with deep interest and sympathy. 
While it is true that the strength of Calvinism which 
has lain in the severity of its premises has been, no 
doubt, 


very considerable, and given to the 


churches which have built upon that foundation a 


has 


force and energy which gentler and more tolerant 
doctrines might not have imparted, none the less the 
severity of Calvin’s tenets repels the religioas sense 
of our more humane age, and we need only turn to 
the written and spoken criticism of it by Presbyte- 
rians themselves, in order to find our own views 
stated with as much emphasis as we could think of 
employing. 

There is, however, a wide variation in many par- 
ticulars between the views of Dr. Briggs and those 


held by Friends. 


upon many subjects which do notaccord at all with 


As a theologian, he holds opinions 
the simple principles of our faith. Upon these we do 
not need at present to dwell, but we shall point out 
in this article what seems to us an essential weak- 
ness in his position. In his now famous address at 
Union Seminary, and since in other public deliver- 
ances, he states as one of the three sources of the 
knowledge of God, the human reason, and he places 
this along with the Scriptures and “the Church.” To 
none of these three does the Quaker first apply. It 
may be, it is true, that Dr. Briggs means by the term 
reason to include, if not imply, that direct knowledge 
of Divinity which we call immediate revelation, but 
Now 


the Friends have always held that the Inner Light is 


ifso he certainly has not so far made this clear. 


not a merely intellectual process. They have be- 


li-ved that the knowledge of God may be, and is, 


4nmunicated to each individual without regard to 


measure of his meatal powers,—that even to 


| 
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children,whose minds are not yet developed, there is 
an Inspeaking Power (aud this not what we call the 
conscience), which tends to the right and checks the 
wrong. They therefore do not find in the funda- 
mental scheme of Dr. Briggs that which seems to 
them the clearest and simplest conception of religion 

and there will be, no doubt, rather a feeling of sur 

prise that one who in many respects seems so strong 
and so earnest in his views should not hold this one 
great thought, which so simplifies and solves the 
theological difficulties the churches have 
themselves. 


made for 
He points out in a recent sermon the 
terrible dilemma in which they are placed with ref- 
erence to the myriads of “ heathen” people who live 
and die without knowledge of 
of the Jesus, 
Confronted by this difficulty, the Professors at And- 


over Seminary formulated a new dogma, that of a 


the Scriptures, and 


without having heard crucifixion of 


probation after death, and Dr. Briggs seems to be mov- 


ing in somewhat the same direction; but to the 
Friend, no difficulty whatever appeara. 
that the Creator has left none of his creatures with- 


out a knowledge of Himself. 
the into their 


minds for this knowledge, and as he believed, clearly 
found it. 


He believes 


George Fox in his con- 


versations with searched 


Indians 
So others of our early people in Pennsyl- 
vania were also convinced, and in every land to 
which Qaakerism has ever b2en carried, it has always 
appealed to a witness in the heart of each person in 
confirmation of this great doctrine. Plainly, sucha 
light as this is not what we usually mean by the 
word reason, When Elihu declared unto Job, “there 
isaspiritin man, and the breath of the Almighty 
giveth them understanding,” he did not refer to the 
reason of man, bat toan enlightenment ofa different 
and superior nature. 


BIRTHS. 





HUEY In Chester, Pa., Eleventh month 22d, 1891, to 
Charles S. and Lydia R. Huey, a son, who is named Palmer 
Rich 

DY ATRS, 

ARMITAGE At Jenkintown, , Fifth-day, Twelfth 
month 3, 1891, Jesse Armitage, in his 75th vear Interment 
at Soleburv Meeting, P 

ATKINSON Pweifth month 3, 1891, near Three Tuns, 
Montgomery county Pa Esther S Atkinson iged 23 
months Albert and Phebe H. Atkinson, mem- 
bare of ithlv Meeting 

BABB At West ¢ st Pa., Twelfth month 2, 1891, 
Phebe H.. widow of John W. Babb, in her 90th vear; a 
member of the monthly meeting of Friends of Philadelphia. 

DAVIS At Hatboro, 28th of Eleventh month, 1891 
Samuel Davis. son-in-law of the late Charles Kirk, in his 64th 


year; an esteemed member of Horsham Monthly 
ELLIS \t Wynne wood, Pa., 
Caroline M., wife of J 


Meeting. 
Is91, 


Pemberton Ellis; a member of the 


Twelfth month 1, 


monthly meeting held at Green street, Philadelphia. 








bu 


Tht 
an 
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HAMPTON. 
Ann J., 


age ; 


On Second-day, Eleventh month 30, 
widow of 


1891, 
Adam Hampton, in the 91st year of her 
New York Monthly Meeting 

Although seldom taking an active part, she was always a 


attender of both religious and 


a member of 


} 
regular 


business meetings 


until incapacitated by the infirmities of age 
JEFFERIS 22d, 1891, 

dence of het Clifton McWilliams, ne: 

Northumber Mat 

wile of B. | 
This dear 


but for many vears had not resic 


On Eleventh month 
in-law 
Pa 


Jetfries, aged 7 


son 


md Co 


months 


Friend was a birt tmember with Friends 


thin reach of a Friends’ 


meeting She always 


m feeling for Friends 


and was much loved ar 
MI 
Georg 
Meeting 
PEN ROSE. — 
Penrose 


member of East 


" d her 
LVANY t ‘ rare welftl wnth 1 
Mulvany, in | | 


ill who knew 


189] 


in the Sih ve 
Jordan | 
lor an elder 


MANY veurs 


4 good an has Vv 


Pyle, aged 6 years 

WALTON \t 
IS91, Stephen Walton 
from Horsham Friends’ Meet 


month 1 


l 
inp 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 


un the Care of Thomas E. Hogue 


Wet 


and 3} 


ster City, low a.j 


ary 


To all 
Meeting 
Dear Friends 


nois Yearly Meeting, desiring 


T 


who reside within limits of Ii 


toe 
As you have been previously info 
to promote the 

of its members and extend the circle of its usef 

, the 
INTELLIGENCER 
JOURNAL which would more fully represent the 

Western Friends rhe re 


trusted to a committee, with power to act duty 


curing a special department in the 


sentiments otf 


juest ol 
ing was cordially granted, as those who are re: 
paper 
its cou 


khow 
mhittec 


Illinois Yearly Meeting having th 


ll # modest way entere 


i Lhe 


ism, desires that a degree of success at least 


With its efforts, should attend the venture 


we desire the coOperation of you allaccordil 


ity Demonstrate now your faith by your works 


hearty response to our appeals, for those report 


particular meetings by which alone we cau 


partment of interest and profit to you 


rhe special matter to which we desire to call yi 


tention at this time is the desirability of extending the 


circulation of the INTELLIGENCER AND JOURNAL to 
Phe « 
yearly meeting tor 


the of tl 


Aii- 
clude every family in our membership ordial mann 
in which the request of one 
department has been met by managers 
that is the organ of seven yearly meetings, should be 1 
nized by a largely increased circulation in the meeting ask- 
ing for the department. 

We would therefore urge upon Friends everywhere that 
they take special interest in their respective neighborhoods 
to procure as many names for the paper as possible 
the low rates at which it 
place it within the means of all, so that none 


out. 


that 
is offered to new subscribers will 
need be with- 
The generous otfer made by the managers of the paper 
is a sufficient inducement to place this valuable paper in 


every home of Friends, and thereby give it a more general 


circulation throughout the West. Can it be possible that 
any Friend, who feels an interest in the principles and tes- 
timonies of our religious society,and a more general dissemi- 
nation of its truths, will permit this rare opportunity to 
pass unused? If we would advance the 


promote 


cause we are de- 


sirous to ind widen 


ing to make 


our influence for good, we 


must work be wil the sacrifice that will secure 
TuHos. E. HoGug, 


Mary C 


so laudable an end. 


WHITE 
Webster City, lov 
NEBRASKA HALF-YEAR’S 
Having given a promise 
our late Half-Year’s 
AND JoURNAL,I feel that I 


it, thongh 


MEETING. 
to send some account of 
Meeting to the INTELLIGENCER 
endeavor to hold to 
rendered it 
possible for me to do so at an earlier date. 


must 
unforeseen events have im- 

Our friend, Eilward Coale, has made some men- 
tion of the meeting of ministers and elders on Sev- 
enth-day, so I will begin with First-day. It was a 
beautiful day, bright and warm as a day in summer. 
The meeting was the largest ever held in the Genoa 
meeting-house, which is situated, as many may not 
know, three miles east of the town of Genoa. The 
house was well filled, principally by our own mem- 
bers, though many interested in the meeting, not 
members, were present from the surrounodiny neigh- 
borhood. The meeting seemed overspread by a can- 
opy of love, and the spoken word came with power, 
and gave evidence of Divine approval. We had cause 
to believe it was blessed to many waiting, hungry 
As meeting 


to all to 


souls. invitation was ex- 
remain to the First-day 


school meeting, to be held in the afternoon, as din- 


the closed 


tended present 
ner would be served at the meeting-house to all who 
would partake. Most of those present accepted the 
invitation, and a large number were supplied with 
dinner. The house was again well filled in the after- 
noon, and an encouraging, helpful conference was 
held, the children of the First-day schools taking 
part in the exercises, and doing their part well. The 
opening exercise was the repeating in concert of tbe 

itudes, on 


listributed through 


they 


the 
CG : : : ae 
uperintendent of the Genoa school 


—leaflets which were printed 


having been meeting,—the 
repeating the 
first part of each, the others present by repeating 
together the latter part. The closing exercise was 
the repeating in concert of “Jesus Bids us Shine.” 
Many took part in the exercises, by some recitation, 
reading, or a word of encouragement, all going to 
make an occasion long to be remembered. One dear 
voice that in trembling accents recited from an ever- 
ready memory a good poem, has since been hushed 
in death ; but the sweet thought and loving soul liveth 
evermore. 

A visiting Friend from Illinois, in his remarks re- 
ferred to a time six years ago, when he and another 
Friend were visiting the Genoa meeting, then held 
in aschool-house. It was composed of but a hand- 
ful of Friends; and if any one had foretold what he 
now had witnessed. he would 
wild flight of fancy. 

Ou Second-day, at the appointed hour, Friends 


came together, and after a season of spiritual refresh- 


have considered ita 
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ment, the business of the day was taken up, the 
transaction of which called forth much expression, 
and kindly advice and loving counsel flowed freely. 
As the meeting closed in tue afternoon, when Friends 
must once more separate, perhaps many not to meet 
on earth again, there seemed to ascend one united 
prayer to the Father of mercies for strength and 
wisdom to go on in the work with faithfulness, 
which He might see fitgto assign us, nothing doubt- 
ing that His love and mercy overshadowed us in the 
darkness as well as when all things seemed bathed 
in living light. 

The meeting concluded to meet again in the 
latter part of Fourth month next. 

Genoa, Neb. Mariana B. Truman. 


BLUE RIVER QUARTERLY MEETING. 

The meeting of ministers and elders met on the 
27th (of Eleventh month), under some discourage- 
ment, as it was snowing and sleeting almost all day. 
The meeting was very small owing tothe failure of rep- 
resentatives to come from other meetings. The Quar- 
erly Meeting at this place (Clear Creek) comes so soon 
after Yearly Meeting, that those ata distance do not 
feel at all times willing to come; but we had enough 
to claim the promise, and while the elements without 
were boisterous, peace reigned within, and the busi- 
ness was satisfactorily attended to. The morning of 
the 28th was bright and clear, but very cold. The 
meeting to-day was as large as usual, with five repre- 
sentatives from other meetings, and regrets from 
others, breathing the hope that we might be blessed, 
and that they would be with usin spirit. There was 
but one minister present. He gave us a discourse on 
practical righteousness, saying, that we should fight 
the good fight of faith ; for without a battle there 
could be no victory, and unless we gained a victory 
there would be no crown. The routine business was 
satisfactorily attended to. We think we had a profit- 
able meeting, although it would have been a great 
satisfaction to see more of those from abroad that 
usually meet with us on these occasions. 

In the evening the First-day school Conference 
met. Clear Creek school had prepared a programme, 
which was well rendered by the young folks, and 
they deserve much praise, as their audience was 
highly entertained. There was also an essay from 
Benjaminville school, which was profitably read. 

First-day morning was also clear, with the mer- 
cury ten degrees below zero,—pretty cold for the 
time of year. This morning’s meeting was quite 
large. Oar friend Abel Mills spoke at length on the 
subject of the love of God to the children of men, in 
the gift of his bzloved son Jesus, he who set us the 
glorious example of a perfect manhood. He took not 
upon himself the nature of angels, but that of the 
seed of Abraham, that he might in all things help, 
by the Christ within them, those that are tempted. 
The Divinity or God manifest in the flesh, which he 
possessed without measure, and of which all his be- 
lieving children have a portion, is our witness. He 


has left no one without a witness; for, “ A portion of | 


his spirit is given to all men to profit withal.” Jesus 
Corist, the perfect man, died a martyr for the blessed 
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| truths that he taught, and in that sense he died for 

| us. Whata blessed memory! The world can never 

| outlive the doctrines taught. Several other short 
messages were given, testifying to the same great 
power, and the sure prophecy that we will do well if 
we take heed. I think all realized the truth, “ How 
sweet and how pleasant for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.” D. W. 


I have been interested, and feel much unity read- 
ing the account of our friends who have been willing 
to spend and be spent to visit in love the scattered 
members of our Society in the West, who had left 
their former homes and associates to find a home 
elsewhere for themselves and families, and much en- 

| joyed to be thus remembered, so that they who sow 
and they that reap rejoice together. And I regret 
some of my own dear family living near Ida Grove, 
Ida county, Lowa, did not have the privilege of shar- 
ing the enjoyment with them; perbaps it was for 
want of information. As they would be very glad to 
see friends, | hope they will be remembered when 
way opens for it, which may be in the future. 

But with the great favor and encouragement of 
devoted ones, we have also the Minister of ministers 
wherever our lot is cast, to teach us within, and if we 
listen and obey his teachings He will lead us into the 
paths of peace and be a support in all the vicissitudes 
of this life, and if old age and infirmities overtake 
us will be a stay and staff to lean upon, so that we 
may trust when called home (if faithfal) to receive a 
mansion of rest in the Heavenly Kingdom where all 
sorrows cease, and tears are no more. 

Repecca Price, 

Maryland, Eleventh month 30. 


The Western Department in Tue INTELLIGENCER 
AND JOURNAL has been especially interesting to me, 
for (as many of my friends know) I have felt a grow- 
ing interest in that part of the heritage, and feel 
truly grateful for the awakened interest manifested. 
And I believe that if the light in the East is aliowed 
(and helped) to shine, it will extend even unto the 
West, and not suggesting by this that darkness covers 
the Western Friends; on the contrary, by the many 
expressions from the West, there is strengthened in 
our own hearts feelings of interest and sympathy 
that have long been waiting for a way to be mani- 
fested. Except for this movement, perhaps it might 
have lain dormant. QO, let all be faithful in whatever 
way the good Father inspires us to be helpers in his 
fields, that are truly ripe unto harvest. I believe 
they were never more so for the dissemination and 
reception of the simple practical views of Friends. 
Almost universally they are endorsed when rightly 
understood. Isaac WILSON. 

Bloomfield, Ontario. 


Tue test of a man’s real ability comes when an 
emergency arises which makes a hasty call on his 
good judgment and discretion. The man who re- 
tains his presence of mind, maintains his equipoise, 
and exercises sound discretion at such critical junc- 
tures, is to be relied on, and will be put to the front. 
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SCRIPTORAL EXPRESSIONS. 

Editors INTELLIGENCER AND JOURNAL : 

On reading the article by “D.N.” in the issue of 
Tenth month 24th, I thought his expression might 
lead some into error when he said that the phrase 
“Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” is found but 
twice in the New Testament. Paul in his epistle to 
Titus says: “the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour;” 
and in that to Timothy : “ Our Saviour and Lord, Je- 
sus Christ.” There are other expressions in the 
Scriptures that contain the same substance, even if 
not worded exactly alike. But few sentences indeed 
are precisely the same, and we must bear in mind 
that most of the epistles were written to those who 
had not experienced divine revelation in their own 
hearts, consequently they could not truthfully ad- 
dress them as those who were acquainted with the 
voice of His Spirit, for he was not their Lord nor 
Saviour, for they did not know him. Nor is he to 
any until they realize in their own hearts a changed 
condition from our natural disposition, and a desire 
to be governed only by him, in whatever way he may 
see fit to call us. 

And “I. R.” says they not find it in the 
teachings of Jesus, and his immediate followers,” 
which I think is also an error, for Jesus, in talking to 
the Pharisees, querying with them who Christ was, 
says: “ How then doth David in spirit call him 
Lord, saying, ‘ the Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou 
on my right hand till I make thine enemies thy foot- 
stool.’” And also to the disciples, he also queried : 
? and Simon Peter an- 


“do 


“But whom say ye that I am ? 
swered and said,‘Thou art the Christ, Son of the 
living God,’ and Jesus answered unto him, ‘ Bleseed 
art thou Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father, which is in 


,”? 


heaven. Also at the day cf Pentecost they were 
reminded that: “ Therefore let all the house of Is- 
rael know assuredly that God hath made that same 
Jesus whom crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” 

If all power, wisdom, and life is under His con- 
trol, and we cannot enter into that rest the soul 
longs for, except through his light, he is surely “ Our 
Lord,” and it ‘s his presence that protects us from all 
that is not of his kingdom, or that which disturbs 
our rest. He is acting for us and with us, reconcil- 
ing us to his wisdom, giving us strength to partake of 
that which will not perish. He, then, is a Saviour 
by uniting us to that which is Eternal, calling us to 
the “ marriage supp:r,” with the beloved of souls; 
“recording our names in the Lamb’s book of life.” 
His name is Jesus Christ, and he has given to those 
who love him above everything else, a portion of his 
light, the heavenly anointing, which is faith. As the 
apostle has expressed it: “ Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,”’ 
and in truth many can say he is “our Lord and Sa- 
viour, Jesus Carist.” We want the whole, as an emi- 
nent writer says: “ Wedo not want the head with- 
out the body, nor the body without the head,” we 
want him not only very near, batin our little “ boat ” 
with us, and no doubt when we come to realiza the 
value of this great and precious gift, out of the ‘‘ full- 


ye have 
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utter his full 
E. E. H. 


ness of the heart” the mouth will 
name. 


Narberth, Pa. 


THE COLORED SCHOOLS IN SOUTH 

CAROLINA. 
We have before us the Schofield School Bulletin for 
Tenth and Eleventh months, which we have read 
with much interest. Both the Schofield and the 
Mount Pleasant schools are again in operation, after 
the summer recess. The former has been obliged to 
make some changes in the management of the school, 
the principal and the superintendent of industries 
having left for the purpose of continuing their own 
studies. This school was “quite small at the opening 
owing to the work in the cotton fields, drawing away 
all who are anxious to earn a little money.” In the 
Mount Pleasant School there has been no change in 
the working force of the school, but the “ want of 
another teacher is imperative for the winter months.” 
The school commenced with 120 pupils. The sewing 
department and cobbling shop are reported as in op- 
eration, the latter being sadly in need of a building 
of its own “ wherethe two shoemakers’ outfits and 
twenty boys” may find comfortable quarters to carry 
on the work. Tailoring is mentioned as an industry 
that “‘ could be easily started if there was only more 
room.” 

The latter school owes its existence to the labors 
and contributions of Friends of Philadelphia Quar- 
terly Meeting, who were among the first to come to 
the help of the Freedman at the close of the Rebel- 
lion, and for a time it was generously supported, but 
as the years went on, the interest waned and had it 
not b2en for the faithful, untiring efforts of a few 
deeply interested in its welfare, the school would 
have had to be abandoned, or handed over to others, 
who with Friends have helped to keep it in operation. 
It is doing in its field of labor a work that is quite 
as important as the more enlarged sphere of the 
Schofield scbool. Both are exerting a strong influ- 
ence in the communities where they are located, and 
the fact that so large a part of the management is 
under the care and supervision of Friends gives a 
feeling of confidence in the value of the work they 
are doing. An effort was made at the last session of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, in Women’s Branch 
as members of that body will doubtless remember 
to get the unity of the meeting on a proposition to 
donate $500 of the meeting’s funds to these schools. 
The preponderating sentiment was in full sympathy 
with the money being applied in that way, as there 
was a large balance in the hands of the Treasurer and 
very little use made of the accumulation. A few did 
not see the way clear for such an appropriation of 
the funds, believing they could only be used for the 
benefit of the meeting, and the matter was dropped, 
the hope being entertained by many that the subject 
would be brought up again at the next session of 
that body, and all be willing that the good work so 
steadily bringing forth satisfactory evidences of its 
usefulness, may receive the substantial aid of the 
women’s branch of the Yearly Meeting. While wait- 
ing let the Friends interested in the continuance of 


“ 
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these schools make themselves familiar with the 
work that is being done for the colored people and 
use their influence in extending the knowledge thus 
gained among the lukewarm and indifferent in our 
midst. L. J. R. 


NEWS OF FRIENDS. 
JoeL Brrpsat, a minister from Indiana, traveling 
under a minute of endorsement from his quarterly 
meeting, was very acceptably present in Philadel- 
phia on First-day last, in the morning at Race street, 
in the afternoon at Fair Hill, and in the evening at 
the joint service held at 17th St. and Girard avenue, 
His testimony handed forth on each occasion was 
earnest and impressive, calling all to that practical 
righteousness which is the foundation of a 
Christian life. His strong, pointed, yet very loving 
exhortations must have met the witness for truth in 
the hearts of all 


true 


who heard him, as the general ex- 
pression gave utterance to the value of his service 
amongst us. 


[ne minute of our friend includes the quarterly 
meetings in New 
on the 9th 


Jersey,—at Salem, which was held 
10th inst., and Haddonfield, which 
occurs on the 16th and 17th. 


and 


On First day next, 13th, Joel expects to be in at- 
tendance at Green Street Meeting, at 10.30 o'clock in 
the morning,and by appointment will be at Spruce 
Street at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, and at Camden, 
a2 , at 7.30 o'clock in the evening. 

EDUCATIONAL. 
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“The Neighbors’ Club,” 


NOTES At the meeting of 
held at the 


Garmo 


which was 
H. Clothier, President D 


‘Student Life in the German Universities.”’ 


home of 


Isaac gave a talk upon 
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The Board of Managers, in conjunction with the stock- 
holders of the College, have decided to place a tract of land 
containing twenty-six acres upon the market. 
very suitable for building. 


The land is 


The Phenix representatives at the meeting of the Cen- 
tral Inter-Collegiate Press Association were Henry Mc- 
Allister, 92, Charles Hart, ’92, and John L. Carver, °93. 
The latter was elected Vice-President of the Association 
for the ensuing year. Henry McAllister read a paper on 
Inter-Collegiate Oratorical Associa- 
in which much interest was taken. 


the “ Formation of an 
tion,” 

In company with the University of Pennsylvania, Bryn 
Mawr, and Haverford, Swarthmore has been invited to give 
a reception to the University 


Extension Delegates at the 


Academy of Fine Arts on the 30th of the 


Many of the friends 


present month 
of the college are on the Ci 


ymmittee of 


Arrangements. It is expected that this will be the largest 
gatheril g of college men ever held in America 
President De Garmo is been invited to meet a number 
of gentlemen at the house of Provost Pepper of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania to discuss The University Extension 
Movement Pennsylva i 
Much interest is taken in the First-day afternoon 
meeting at the College Che topics discussed on the 6th 
wer ‘The Introduction of Parliamentary Practice into 
our Business Meetings yy Edwin Blackburn, ‘94. “ Why 
do not Friends sing in Meeting?’ by Susanna Yeo, and 
‘The Free Gospel Ministry,” by Esther Sutton. 
H 
RELIGIOUS TOPICS. 
PHE ScRIPTU RES.—Sund School Times lo discover 1s 
I re | Nors \ v 
C ess which 
I | disclos | I « word trans 
S ss ‘ © take 
ott B s1 Ke \ i v 1¢ that 
Wis I Sil Its t I spiritual 
ré s iv sé erwise Would bey a 
‘ ! = | o Tel i 1 = WwW ‘ peopie 
} ‘ ‘ sms « e ] ‘ Its strength 
is ‘ sclos I ‘ I h hes 
‘ I ire s we were 
‘ s which 
I 1 : e Bible dis 
It ‘ = 
~ < < ‘ s Wlil 
( S ed habes 
i s v ‘ ~ ‘ I ent t 
S ] Y ree ance of 
< { I ‘ 5 \\ Vs an 
‘ s WIS (y S]M ik 
( w 1 hw evela 
S s uy \ é VG mh the ogy 
v v S H s, to vindicate 
FoRMS FAITH.—S R. He Newt New 
\ I y s € as vy as ever 
g I s ens it wl I rl the 
men “W I cs s ew age most 
e, If L wine \ i mt fille Ww I sunshine ot 
i We are y vards a relig " here shall 
be 1 ss. | ith s ‘ ‘ more 
rl v i ] nas ” ‘ eX] led in the 
past. Is has los its overg 1. Its superfluous 
branches are being pped off in orde it there may bea 
new growth w Che Church has watered its stock of 
dogma Now is dat rhe records of the creed- 


ARON A ECE 


RR ES 


wU ke 









































Den eee 


ET 


Si > aad 9 eee eee 


o 





making epochs show that creeds grew with such bewildering 
multiplicity that it would have defied any man to tell his 
own theological status from month to month. Learned 


shops were found to have subscribed to directly contra 


dictory creeds quite oblivious of their mental confusion 
From all this rank luxuriance of creed-making we are com 
ing to epitomize our forms of faith. We are moving 
gions of thought in W ( I ‘ . 
ma e, in which tl ) \ ) 5 
i sell Then men w v i 
} leet 
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ghts b e th ‘ 
‘ in ( i i i i 
‘ ‘ 
i on s \\ ( 


THE PRESBYTERIAN “ CONFESSION teport of a ser- 


mon by Prof. Chas. A. Briggs, Eleventh month 29th 


Phe most serious problem of modern theology was the 
heathen What was to be done of the thousand millions 
who could not be saved through the Bible or the Church 
He refused to believe, without any spe¢ warrant in the 


Bible for such belief, that they were all doomed to perd 


tion If elect fants and Apa s can be save side 
of the Bible and the Church, why may not the “ spirit that 
worketh how it pleaseth” save these Who may say 


he asked, “that God did not speak to Socrates and Plato 


and other great and good men of olden times through the 
reason ’ [Throughout this discourse, as in others, and in his 
writings, Dr. Briggs continually exalts the “ reason ”’ as 
means of coming to the true knowledg God. He does 
not make clear what he means by reason, but apparent 
he must mean a Divine revelation in the heart,—nota mer 


process of the mind.—Eps. INTELLIGENCER AND JOURNAI 


Some schools of theology may deny, but there is nothing i 
the Scriptures that forbids this comfortal hope 

If a man of the high character of Martineau asserts that 
found God in the reason, why should we deny it? aske 
Dr. Briggs, and he cited as believable the declaration 
Martineau that after searching vainly for God in the Bible 
and the Church he found him enthroned in his own s 

‘ . He closed his discourse with a picture of what w j 
happen if the three parties to which Christ om is 
vided angelists I Ine and rat 411Sts N 
give ove re i i a gy t good 

means ol i r (rod, W d seek Him 4 three 
these w avs, an 1 thus att Vv the only means poss t 
heights which are promised to man Phe he said, 

come to the Church of God on earth the glad time 


all good men long to see 


UsvaL.y the greatest boasters are the smallest 
workers. The deep rivers pay a larger tribute to the 
sea than shallow brooks, and yet empty themselves 
with less noise.— W. Secker. 


VETEOROLOGICAL 
ELEVENTH MONTH, 1891. 
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Proclaim to eager, listening ears 
That glorious Son of God; 
For such a voice indeed must be 
A prayer, O God, from man to thee. 


When from the market’s maddening strife 
The busy, careless world can turn 
To feel vibrating on the air 
rhe inspiration of a prayer, 
And from the prophet’s word and life 
rhe Master's lesson learn, 
We feel 
Phe Eternal Word of Truth is shown, 


that through man’s wakening soul 
Phat minds which move the world’s great thought 
Have learned from those themselves have taught, 
And to the universal whole 


Their debt, with gladness, own ; 


Phat day by day and hour by hour 
Christ’s second coming draweth nigh, 
Where’er with sanctified desire 
Men think and labor and aspire, 
And Godward grow in love and power 
And lift their hearts on high 
—Gertrude B. Magill, in Christian Register. 


THE TWO MYSTERIES. 
IN the middle of the room, in its white coffin, lay the dead child, 
a nephew of the poet. Near it, in a great chair, sat Walt Whit- 
man, surrounded by little ones, and holding a beautiful little girl 
in hislap. The child looked curiously at the spectacle of death, 
and then inquiringly into the oli man’s face. ‘* You don’t know 
what it is, do you, my dear?’ said he, aiding, ‘*We do not 
either.”’ 
We know not what it is, dear, this sleep so deep and still ; 
The folded hands, the awful calm, the cheek so pale and 
chill ; 
The lids that will not lift again, though we may call and 
call ; 


The strange white solitude of peace that settles over all. 


We know not what it means, dear, this desolate heart-pain; 

This dread to take our daily way, and walk in it again ; 

We know not to what other sphere the loved who leave us 
go, 

Nor why we're left to wonder still; nor’why we do not 
know. 


But this we know: our loved and dead, if they should come 
this day— 

Should come and ask us, ‘‘ What is life?” 
could say. 


Not one of us 


Life is a mystery as deep as ever death can be ; 
Yet, oh, how sweet it is to us, this life we live and see! 


Then might they say, these vanished ones, and blessed is 
the thought; 

So death is sweet to us, beloved, though we may tell you 
naught; 

We may not tell it to the quick —this mystery of death, 

Ye may not tell us, if ye would, the mystery of breath. 


The child who enters life comes not with knowledge or 
intent, 
So those who enter death must go as little children sent. 
Nothing is known. But I believe that God is overhead ; 
And as life is to the living so death is to the dead. 
WALT WHITMAN. 
Note by Editors INTELLIGENCER AND JOURNAL. This 
was sent us by a friend, as we print it above, but we think 
there is probably an error as to its being written by Walt 
Whitman. 
author. ] 


The verses, we presume, are by some other 


WHEN JESSE KERSEY DIED. 

Editors INTELLIGENCER AND JOURNAL: 

In the memorial of Hettie Kersey Painter, which ap- 
peared in your issue of Eleventh month 28th, there 
is a statement that she was the grand daughter of 
Jesse Kersey, an eminent minister, who died in 1827. 
Is there not an error in the date? There was an 
eminent minister of that name whom many now 
living will recollect, but he lived a good many years 
after 1827,—certainly more than ten. C. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

[Our attention has also been called to this by 
other readers. The date in the memorial was an 
error. Jesse Kersey died Tenth month 26, 1845, in 
his 78th year, as stated in Janney’s “ History of 
Friends,” Vol. [V., p. 123.—Ebs ] 


For Friends’ Intelligencer and Journal 
SILK MANUFACTURE IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

Conspicuous among the great manufacturing interests 
of our country is the silk industry, which within the 
last fifty years has developed until it now competes 
with the best fabrics of Europe. In early colonial 
days King James had a pet scheme for the southern 
part of his American possessions to make the rear- 
ing of silk-worms an occupation which, as he com- 
pared the latitude of Virginia and further South 
with the silk-producing countries of Southern Eu- 
rope, seemed to give promise of success. To carry 
out this purpose he procured large quantities of the 
eggs, and sent them to Virginia, where the rearing 
of the worms was at once begun by persons who had 
been accustomed to the work in Europe. Consid- 
erable attention was given to the industry. It was 
the king’s desire that it should take the place of 
tobacco, for which he had a great aversion, and large 
bounties were offered for the production of raw silk. 
Fines were imposed on planters who failed to set out 
a certain number of mulberry trees to every hundred 
acres of land in their possession. Gradually, how- 
ever, tobacco got the supremacy, and silk culture was 
neglected, though many thousand pounds of cocoous 
were exported from Savannah. 

The Revolutionary War put an end tothe produc- 
tion of raw silk in the Southern States, but after 
peace was restored and men began to look about for 
new channels of industry, the effort to make silk 
culture a profitable employment was again attempted, 
mostly in the lower New England and in the Middle 
States. Cocooneries were started as a home occupa- 
tion, the women and children attending to the pick- 
ing of the mulberry leaves and feeding the worms. 
This was notably the case in Connecticut among the 
small farmers of the cheese-making districts. 

Dr. Stiles, president of Yale College from 1778 to 
1795, was a zealous promoter of silk culture. It is 
said that his Commencement gown was made of silk 
grown, reeled, thrown, (twisted), dyed, and woven in 
his own family. The silk produced in Connecticut 
for many years amounted to from one to two hun- 
dred thousand dollars per annum. This was seldom 
exported, but was woven in the domestic way or 
made into sewing silk. 
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About the year 1828 or 1829 efforts were made to 
introduce machinery for its manufacture. Men of 
capital invested in the enterprise, and experienced 
operatives, skilled in all the manipulations of the 
work, from the reeling to the weaving, were brought 
over; but slow progress was at first made and the 
production was chiefly confined to sewing silk, 
fringes, dress trimmings, and ribbons. 

It remained for American genius to apply ma- 
chinery to the weaving of the delicate fabrics of the 
silk loom. It was doubted that any other than the 
hand loom could manipulate with the nicety and pre- 
cision required; but the effort was crowned with 
success, and the power loom has become the rival of 
its earlier pioneer. 

Patterson, New Jersey, became the center of the 
industry, but it has since spread over a large belt of 
country, extending from the Atlantic States to Mis- 
souri and Kansas, and in 1874 there were one hun- 
dred and eighty manufactories employing about 
twenty-five thousand operatives. The valueof the 
product of these looms was estimated at over $20,- 
000,000. Last year (1890) the value of the production 
was $60,000,000. 

There is another item of interest worth knowing 
in connection with the power loom. In European 
factories the speed of the spindles ranges from 2,500 
to 4,000 revolutions per minute; in Patterson the 
spindles perform from 12,000 to 15,000 per minute; 
the same rate of speed is obtained in the other silk- 
weaving establishments of the country. 


The admitting of raw silk into the country free of | 
duty, and the tariff on manufactured silks has stim- 
ulated the production, and the fine texture and ex- 
cellent quality of the goods made enables the manu- 
facturers to compete with the most celebrated estab- 


lishments in Europe. L. J. BR. 
TEMPERANCE WORK AMONG THE 
COLORED PEOPLE. 
Advocate 
WITH encouraging results, though confronted with 
many difficulties, the missionaries of the National 
Temperance Society among the colored people of the 
Southern States are going forward with their largely 
useful work. From some of their recent letters we 
present extracts, as follows. Sarah J. W. Early, 
writing from Nashville, Tenn., says: 

I have just returned from a trip in the western 
part. of the State. I labored in four counties, Obion, 
Gibson, Haywood, and Madison. I spoke four times 
in Union City, three times in Brownsville, and five 
times in Jackson. In Humboldt and another town 
revivals were going on, and there was no house ob- 
tainable to hold a public meeting, but the school was 
accessible, and I also did private work. Ihad very 
fine audiences, for the people turned out well, and 
seemed deeply interested in the work, though there 
never had been much said about it before. They 
were very glad to receive the papers and tracts. The 
prisoners of each county send their thanks to you 
for the literature. The whiskey traffic is very strong. 
Oh, there is so much work to be done in the western 
part of the State, and many of the people are very 


From the National Temperance 
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anxious on account of their children. “ The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few.” 

On Monday I lectured to the students in Lane 
Institute with much acceptance, and they all pledged 
themselves tothe temperance cause. More than a 
hundred persons signed the pledge in the churches, 
with their ministers at their head. For the most 
part they seemed quite stirred up, and I was much 
encouraged. There are more saloons in those wes- 
tern towns, according to their size, than any other in 
the State. We ask the prayers of all you Christians , 
forthiswork. . ... : 

In Union City, the seat of Obion county, I found 
the drink element very strong. A clergyman said to 
me that there was no town or county in the State 
that needed temperance advocates more than that 
town. There has been so much opposition that there 
has but little been done. Fifteen open saloons to less 
than four thousand inhabitants. Billiards and card- 
playing and drinking seem to occupy all the leisure 
time of the young men. I spoke to several hundred 
scholars in the colored public schools ; spoke three 
times. The teachers are staunch temperance men and 
women but are not allowed to teach it to their scholars 
I spoke in the church to the citizens, and my speak- 
ing was well received, and many signed the pledge 
preparatory to forming a society. I visited and talked 
with many individuals and distributed much litera- 
ture, which was gladly received. In Brownsville I 
spoke in the public school to many hundred youths, 
who seemed much interested in the cause, though it 
was new to them. Many took a verbal piedge. 
The teachers all favor the temperance cause, but the 
boards of education do not favor their giving tem- 
perance instruction to the scholars. I spoke to the 
citizens in one of the churches. The meeting was 
well attended, and many took the pledge. I spent 
some time in the prison, spoke to the prisoners, gave 
them tracts and papers, for which they were thank- 
ful. At Jackson the drinking element is also very 
strong; like Brownsville and Humboldt, they have 
fourteen or fifteen saloons open all the time, besides 
much social drinking. There [ spoke to the Sabbath 
schools, and gave them tracts; to the church members 
on Sabbath afternoon ; Monday to over five hundred 
scholars in the public schools; and spoke to the pris- 
oners in jail. Spoke to thestudents of Lane Institute 
in the afternoon, and toa very large and intelligent 
audience in the church in the evening. A!l seemed 
to be glad to hear the subject discussed. Very many 
signed the pledge, and propose to form a permanent 
society. I was well received everywhere I went. I 
never felt more hopeful than now. A man said to 
me on Tuesday, “ I think that there were more than 
forty converts to the cause last night. I know that 
more than that signed the pledge. I am forming a 
society this week.” 

George C. Scurlock, writing from Fayetteville, N. 
C., of his recent labors, says: 

I visited three District Conferences and one Bap- 
tist Association, and was asked to serve on the Com- 
mittee of Temperance. At Jonesboro I met the 
Conference and Sunday-school Convention. There 
was a very large attendance of people from afar. At 
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the hour I was announced to speak the church was 
packed, many standing about the doors. 

During the time great interest was manifested, 
and the patient attention and kind words of approval 
were as I have seldom seen. Never did I find among 
ministers and Sabbath-school workers such interest 
as was shown and expressed on that occasion. I dis- 
tributed a large number of Advocates, which were 
eagerly sought. Wewere told by many that they en- 
joyed the meeting much, and hoped that the work 
would be kept up; that the saloons there are the 
worst enemies thecolored people have in that town, 
and are the cause of all the disturbances in that 
community. 

Our next visit was to Ingold, where [ found the 
District Conference and Sunday-school Convention 
in session and a large concourse of people, far ex- 
ceeding that at Jonesboro. 

We were announced to speak at a given hour, and 
the church couldn’t hold the crowd in attendance. 
The Committee on Temperance submitteed a report. 
At this point we were accorded the floor. I had long 
desired to visit this place. As we looked over the 
audience and saw so much of the hope of a race in 
the bloom of youth, and thought of the great dangers 
that beset them by the open saloons, we did what we 
could to impress them by calling attention to the 
awful destruction by the organized rum power of the 
land. Never did Isee people of my race, both male 
and female, give such open expressions of approval. 
The ministers seemed moved as I never saw them. 
Heretofore this class has shown much indifference. 
The presence of the Lord seemed to be in the 
meeting. 

Our next point was Maxton, where we met a Con- 
ference, and were received enthusiastically. This 
body was not quite so large as the others, but inter- 
est was shown in the question of temperance reform. 
The committee submitted a good report, upon which 
we made remarks, and endeavored to impress the 
Conference with the importance of cultivating habits 
of temperance and abstinence from narcotics. There 
was a manifest interest in the question of temperance. 
Among those present were some who wore our Band 
of Hope badges. There is advancement in the work 
in that community. We have done work there 
before. We visited the Baptist Association and ad- 
dressed that body at some length, and as this assem- 
blage was composed chiefly of settled persons, some 
of whom had their predjudices on the temperance 
question, we made a plea in behalf of the young, and 
endeavored to show the importance of training the 
children to abstain from the use of rum and other 
narcotics. We appealed also to the older ones, who 
perhaps found it hard to throw off habits formed 
when young. The Association showed warm approval 
of our talk, and quite a number of the ministers in- 
vited us to visit their circuits, where much temper- 
ance work is needed. We were invited by the white 
people to take part in behalf of prohibition at Laurin- 
burg, but time would not permit, owing to other en- 
gagements. The outlook is gratifying indeed. The 
more intelligent of the race are beginning to see that 
the hope of the colored people depends more on their 
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moral and mental culture than following after politi- 
cal phantoms. The work seems slow, but a change 
is coming over this race as it realizes the great work 
before it. 


THE MEXICAN CANNON. 

From the New York Tribune 

fue discoveries of the Spanish navigators are to be 
commemorated by the Exhibition. Mexico is the 
only Spanish-American Republic which has been ex- 
posed to a war of conquest and to a loss of territory 
from diplomatic complications with the United 
States. The heartiness with which it is entering 
upon its preparations for the Fair is a signal proof of 
magnanimity and lack of resentment. The friendly 
spirit which it is displaying ought to be acknowledged 
and reciprocated by the United States. 

There is a practical way of doing this. At West 
Point there are several Mexican guns which were 
captured at Chapnitepec, Molino del Rey, Vera Cruz, 
and other battlefields of the War of 1849. If these 
guns and the Mexican battle flags which are in 
Washington were to be returned before the opening 
of the World’s Fair it would bea most graceful act, 
Some ofthese guns were captured at the storming of 
Chapultepec, where the Mexican cadets fought like 
veterans in defense of their own military school 
against foreign invasion. If the guns and battle-flags 
could be returned by one military school to the other 
it would be atoken that American soldiers do not 
desire to be reminded of the defeats and disasters 
sustained by a republic commonwealth. It would 
bea sympathetic prelude to the Exhibition year of 
peace and good feeling. 

The authority of Congress would be required for 
the transfer of the captured cannon. It could be 
conferred in such a way as to empower the officers 
of one military school to restore the trophies to the 
other, where on the parade-ground at Chapultepec is 
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heroic cadets who fell in the defense of the capital 
against Northern invaders. The guns, if shipped on 
an American man-of-war and landed at Vera Cruz, 
would be received by the Mexican people with a 
sympathetic demonstration of friendliness for the 
United States. Such an episode would have a most 
beneficial effect upon the diplomatic and trade rela- 
tions of the two countries. The crowning result of 
the Pan-American Congress was the adoption of 
resolutions in favor of compulsory arbitration as a 
means of preventing war. What better way can 
there be of attesting its faith in the common era of 
universal peace, than that of returning these relics of 
its one immoral and wanton war of conquest ? 


“ A vrRUE Christian bas always a consciousness of 
God.” 


Tue hill near Jerusalem where the crucifixion of 
Jesus occurred is formed of lime-stone. The shores 
of the Dead Sea are lined with pumice stone, show- 
ered out of some volcano that destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which cities finally sank beneath the 
waters of the Dead Sea. — Meehans’ Monthly. 
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